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JOAQUIN SOROLLA Y BASTIDA
(Valencia 1863 — Madrid 1923)

EN LAS ROCAS. JAVEA, SUMMER 1905

Signed in the lower left-hand corner
"J. Sorolla Bastida / 1905"

Oil on canvas
63 x 93,5cm; 24 13/16 x 36 13/16 in.

Provenance
Collection of Juan Antonio Samaranch Torell6, Barcelona;
Private collection, Barcelona.
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During the prolific summer of 1905 in Javea, Joaquin Sorolla y Bastida brought to
completion thirty paintings of medium and large size and realized many more
sketches.! This coastal town between Alicante and Valencia proved to be a great
source of inspiration for the artist and marked a most fertiie moment for the
development of his technique, which encouraged a grandiose production, both in
number and in quality. The crystalline waters and golden rocky shores of Javea
welcomed the entrance to the colourist’s palette of vivid tones of red and orange and
supported Sorolla’s growth in the study of light. These works did not witness an
increase in the number of colours employed as compared to his previous production;
rather, Sorolla expanded the number of nuances of the same colour and opted for
stronger contrasts. The artist’s extraordinary ability to capture and retain images of
daily life and their related emotions is skillfully released and captured on canvas
through swift brushstrokes. Sorolla himself shared his dedication to a rapid style of
painting of en plein air subjects, which attempts to chase the ever-changing state of
the surrounding natural environment and reproduce it through juxtapositions of
colour on canvas. In the artist’s own words:

Me seria imposible pintar despacio al aire libre, aunque quisiera... No hay nada inmdvil en
lo que nos rodea. El mar se riza a cada instante; la nube se deforma, al mudar de sitio; la
cuerda que pende de ese barco oscila lentamente; ese muchacho salta; esos arbolillos
doblan sus ramas y tornan a levantarlas... Pero aunque todo estuviera petrificado y fijo,
bastaria que se moviera el sol, que lo hace de continuo, para dar diverso aspect a las
cosas... Hay que pintar deprisa, porque jcuanto se pierde, fugaz, que no vuelve a
encontrarse!?

Nestled in the natural context of En las rocas. Javea, Sorolla depicts the members of
his family. Among them is also the little Joaquin, portrayed while swimming. This
oeuvre appears reproduced in one of the panoramic views of the Grand Salon of the
Galerie Georges Petit in Paris during the Sorolla exhibition in 1906 (AFMS 81315).

We would like to thank Blanca Pons-Sorolla for the information provided for the
cataloguing of the above artwork.

! B. Pons-Sorolla, Joaquin Sorolla: Vida y Obra, Fundacién de Apoyo a la Historia del Arte Hispanico
Madrid 2001, 228.

2 Quoted by Bernardino de Pantorba. See B. Pons-Sorolla, Joaquin Sorolla: Vida y Obra, Fundacién de
Apoyo a la Historia del Arte Hispanico Madrid 2001, 230.
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